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1 ORGANISING BODY

The BigMat International SA group, with headquarters in Luxembourg and offices in 

seven European countries (Belgium, Czech Republic, Slovakia, France, Italy, Portugal 

and Spain), is organising the ‘BigMat International Architecture Award ‘21’. This fifth 

edition of the award coincides with the 40th anniversary of BigMat’s creation.

The BigMat Group was founded in 1981 with the aim of facilitating the distribution of 

construction materials through partnerships with business owners. The International 

Architecture Award originated in Spain in 2005 before expanding internationally after 

three editions, attracting large numbers of participants. The first international edition of 

the award in 2013 was won by Belgian architect Xaveer de Geyter at a ceremony held 

in Granada, Spain. The second edition in 2015 was won by Spanish architect Alberto 

Campo Baeza in Berlin, Germany. The third edition in 2017 was won by French archi-

tecture studio Lacaton&Vassal, who were declared the winners in Florence, Italy. The 

fourth edition in 2019 was won by Portuguese architect Souto de Moura at a ceremony 

held in Bordeaux, France. The fifth international edition will be held in 2021 and will 

reward excellent architectural projects carried out over the last four years in the seven 

countries where BigMat operates.

2 OBJECTIVE OF THE AWARD

The award aims to acknowledge and showcase architectural projects of any size and 

category which have made a considerable contribution to contemporary architectural 

culture. To mark the 40th anniversary of the BigMat brand, the fifth edition of the award 

aims to draw particular attention to small-scale architectural works offering high-qua-

lity spaces to residents of Belgium, Czech Republic, Slovakia, France, Italy, Portugal and 

Spain. 

The unusual circumstances facing the world since early 2020 have inevitably affec-

ted the architecture sector, and, by extension, this award. Therefore, to mark the 40th 

anniversary of the BigMat group, this edition of the award seeks in particular to reward 

architectural interventions that offer exceptional quality despite their small scale and 
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make people’s lives easier and better.

The competition is open only to architects whose place of business is in one of the 

seven participating countries. The projects submitted by architects operating in one of 

these countries must also have been constructed in that country.

Each architect may submit as many projects as they wish, although they must submit 

one application for each project. In the event that the project was produced by several 

architects, at least one of the co-authors must meet the aforementioned requirements.

3 ADMISSION

Works constructed between 1 January 2017 and 1 January 2021 in any of the participa-

ting countries will be accepted. No finalist or winning projects from previous editions 

of the award may be resubmitted. The awards ceremony will be held at the BigMat 

International Annual Conference in November 2021. The exact date and location are 

yet to be confirmed.

Projects will be registered in the country where the architect operates professionally, 

which must coincide with the country where the project was built. If the project 

was produced by several architects with professional domiciles in more than one of 

the seven participating countries, the project may only be submitted by one of the 

architects, who must be professionally based in the country where the project was 

constructed.

4  PRIZE

The jury will select a total of 14 finalists: two finalists from each of the seven participa-

ting countries. The jury will select seven of the 14 projects to compete in the BMIAA’21 

National Prizes. To mark the 40th anniversary of the BigMat brand in a unique way 

in this fifth edition, the jury will have to ensure that at least one of the two projects 

selected is a small-scale construction (not exceeding 1,000m2, including the new cons-

truction, interventions on existing structures and interior design). The seven winners 

of the National Prizes will compete with one another for the BMIAA’21 International 

Architecture Award Grand Prize. In the event that the Grand Prize is not awarded to a 

small-scale project, the jury will award a Special Mention to a project in this category (1).

Prize amounts:

• BMIAA’21 International Grand Prize. Value: €30,000 (€5,000 for the National Prize + 

€25,000 for the Grand Prize). 

• 6 BMIAA’21 National Prizes. Value: €5,000 (€1,500 as a finalist + €3,500 for the National 

Prize). 

• 7 BMIAA’21 Finalist Prizes. Value: €1,500. 

• BMIAA’21 Special Mention for Small-Scale Projects (1). Value: €1,500 (2)

www.architecturearward.bigmat.com
architectureaward@bigmat.com

BigMat International SA
42-44, Avenue de la Gare
L-1610. Luxembourg
Tél :  + 352 28 4878 1075
www.bigmat.com



(1) This prize will only be awarded in the event that a small-scale project is not selected for the Grand Prize.

(2) This amount will be added to the Finalist or National Prize already received by the project.

The Grand Prize may not be declared void or granted ex aequo. A catalogue of the 

winning projects will be produced. The total amount for each prize will be paid to the 

authors or co-authors listed on the application and will be regulated by the fiscal con-

ventions between Luxembourg and each of the winners’ countries. 

5 JURADO

The jury will be made up of prestigious figures from each of the participating countries. 

No member of the jury may submit their own work or projects in which they have par-

ticipated, nor may they have a family relationship up to the second degree with any of 

the participants. 

• PRESIDENT: Jesús Aparicio. Doctor of Architecture and Professor at the Polytechnic 

University of Madrid. 

• SECRETARY: Jesús Donaire. Doctor of Architecture and Lecturer at the Polytechnic 

University of Madrid.

• VOCALS: 

Adrien Verschuere, architect and founder of BAUKUNST architecture studio. Repre-

sentative for Belgium.

Pavol Paňák, architect and founder of ARCHITEKTI BKPS architecture studio. Repre-

sentative for Czech Republic and Slovakia.

Alexandre Theriot, architect and co-founder of BRUTHER architecture studio. Repre-

sentative for France.

Nicola di Battista, architect and editor of l’Architetto magazine. Representative for Italy.

Inês Lobo, architect and founder of the studio Inês Lobo, Arquitectos. Representative 

for Portugal and Spain.

If the jury agrees, renowned journalists may be invited to attend working sessions on a 

non-voting basis.

The jury will adopt decisions by majority vote. In the event of a draw, a second vote will 

be held. If this is also a draw, the President will have the casting vote.

Throughout the process, two announcements will be made: the first will contain the 

selection of a maximum of 15 projects per country and will be published on the digital 

platform for the awards in July 2021. The Awards Office will notify the selected partici-

pants by email. 

The second announcement will contain the jury’s final verdict, with the 14 winning pro-

jects. The 14 projects selected to compete for the awards will be published on the digital 

platform in September 2021. The Awards Office will notify the selected participants by 
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email. The International Grand Prize, the National Prizes, the Finalists and the Special 

Mention, where relevant, will be announced at the Awards Ceremony.

6  APPLICATIONS

Participants may sign up for the competition and submit the necessary documents 

from 18 January 2021 to 29 April 2021 at 23:59. In the first phase of the competition, 

all information required to understand the project must be submitted digitally. 

Participants must upload the documents for their projects to the ‘SUBMIT PROJECT’ 

section on the digital platform: www.architectureaward.bigmat.com. 

Upon submission, candidates will receive a confirmation email with a reference num-

ber that will be used throughout the first phase of the competition.

The BigMat Group does not accept any liability for the authenticity of the information 

provided by participants in their applications and reserves the right to exclude any 

applications that fail to supply genuine information.

7  SELECTION PROCESS

FIRST PHASE

The jury will select a maximum of 15 architectural projects from each country, with a 

maximum of 105 projects overall.

In order for their applications to be valid, candidates must upload the following infor-

mation and documents for each project in the ‘SUBMIT PROJECT’ section: 

INFORMATION

• Identification and contact details for the studio that produced the project.

• Identification and contact details for the project’s designer or team leader.

• Title, year of completion of construction, location and total surface area of project.(3)

• Brief description of the project (maximum 300 words). 

• Collaboration credits. 

(3) Including the surface area of new construction, intervention on existing structures and exterior interventions, 
where relevant.

DOCUMENTS

• One single PDF document less than 15MB in size, containing two horizontal DIN A3 

panels with the documents necessary to understand the project. 

For ease of identification, a 10x30mm rectangle in the top right corner containing the 

reference number should be added to each panel.
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SECOND PHASE

Once up to 15 projects per country have been selected, the Awards Office will ask 

the selected candidates for more documents in paper format, which should be 

sent to the headquarters of the BigMat Group in Madrid, Spain, where the jury will 

meet to discuss their final decision. At this session, the jury will decide on the win-

ners for the BMIAA’21 International Grand Prize, the National Prizes, the Finalists 

and the Special Mention, where relevant.

8 FINAL PHASE AND AWARDS CEREMONY

The jury will meet to award the 14 prizes and the special mention, where relevant. 

The jury’s final decision will be made public at an awards ceremony to be held in 

November 2021. The exact date and location are yet to be confirmed. 

To be eligible for a prize, the main architect of each of the winning projects must 

attend the awards ceremony upon invitation from the BigMat Group. 

With a view to publicising the winners and finalists, the BigMat Group may enga-

ge in a variety of promotional activities following the awards ceremony, including 

catalogues, exhibitions and/or social media posts. If this is the case, the architects 

of the projects will be informed. To this end, participants must grant permission 

for use of the images associated with each selected and finalist project.

9 ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

Participation in this competition implies full acceptance of these terms and con-

ditions. The jury’s decision will be final. Any query or amendment relating to these 

terms and conditions will be resolved by the jury, whose decision will be final and 

will be published on the digital platform.

 DATA PROTECTION

In accordance with Regulation (EU) 2016/679 on Personal Data Protection, we in-

form participants that they will be asked to fill in a form with their personal and 

professional information in order to participate in this architecture competition. This 

information will be processed in order to manage the competition in compliance 

with the terms and conditions set out above and to allow us to use the images of 

participants, finalists and prizewinners in any of the announcements relating to the 

prize in any format.

The awards will be publicised internationally, so attendees, participants and pri-

zewinners must grant permission for any images and videos taken of them at pre-

paratory events or at the awards ceremony to be used to promote the awards on the 
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website http://architectureaward.bigmat.com/ and on the social media accounts for 

the awards and the BigMat Group.

Therefore, processing of the personal information supplied on the form and consent 

for processing of participants’ images are compulsory and failure to provide permis-

sion will result in participants being excluded from the competition.

The aforementioned processing of personal data is legitimated by candidates’ free, 

voluntary participation in the awards and no personal data will be transferred to 

third parties unless this is necessary for the management of the competition.

The organising company will store the personal data provided for the duration of the 

relationship between the parties, for the purpose of managing the competition and 

promoting the participants, finalists and prizewinners.

For cultural purposes only, the personal information and images of the finalists and 

prizewinners will continue to be available once the edition is over in order to promo-

te the winning project or architectural work.

In the event that participants exercise their right to object, erase or restrict proces-

sing of their personal information or when it is no longer considered necessary to 

process this information, we will erase or destroy their data in a secure manner whe-

never possible, as long as it is not needed to fulfil our legal requirements. If this is the 

case, we will inform participants and block their data.

All personal information will be processed with the utmost confidentiality.

This information will be included in a file belonging to BIGMAT INTERNATIONAL 

for the aforementioned purpose of managing and promoting the competition and 

informing participants of future competitions, as well as supplying them with in-

formation of interest relating to the sector. To exercise their right to access, rectify, 

erase, oppose and restrict the processing of their data, as well as their right to data 

portability, participants should contact 42-44 Avenue de la Gare L-1610 Luxembourg 

by calling +352 28 4878 1075 or emailing architectureaward@bigmat.com. For more 

information, please visit our website: http://architectureaward. bigmat.com/
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